Meskwaki Ribbonwork Regalia

Lecture and Demonstration by Brenda Ackerman, Dept. of AESHM
5-6pm, Thursday November 12, 2009. Room 2088 LeBaron Hall, ISU
Free and open to the public

Meskwaki Ribbonwork, a textile art form, is a method of applied
decoration to dress that is used by the Meskwaki people of lowa.
Though the materials used are not native in origin, the traditional
method of applied decoration to garments is a form of ethnic dress
that continues as a visual marker of identity as it has for centuries.
Contemporary versions of ribbonwork reflect the past in the motifs,
assembly, and color. There is continuity in the cultural meanings
assigned to the role and function of ribbonwork and it continues to
exemplify Meskwaki tradition.

Presented in conjunction with the ISU Textiles & Clothing Museum exhibit,
“Ethnic Textile Traditions of lowa Immigrant and Native Populations.”
1015 Morrill Hall. Open M-F 11am-4pm through November 20, 2009

“Ethnic Textile Traditions of lowa Immigrant and Native Populations” is funded by Humanities lowa and

the ISU Center for Excellence in the Arts and Humanities, with additional support from the College of
Human Sciences and the Department of Apparel, Educational Studies, and Hospitality Management.




